Car owner ship safer, but more expensive, in Queens

By Divya Gupta
Sepenber 21, 2007

In the early '90s, auo-theft ard
related crime wasthe chief
nemess of the law
erforcemert agerciesard
resdentsin ElImhurst, Corona
ard Queers. Fifteenyears
later, the auo-theftrate is
down by about 90 percert, but
while it hasbecame safer to
own acar, it hasalso became
more expersive.

The Queers district atorneyOs
offi cetouts it asone of their
bigged achievements. In 1991,
anedimated 52,000 cars

were stolen That number
hasdroppedto 5,000 in

2006. But they admit that
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Willets Point or the Iron Triangle which forms the backyard of Shea
Stadium in Queens - an acres-long stretch of auto-repair shops and

arelatedcrime, auo scrap-metal yards, once notorious for the 'chop shops where
Insurance fraud, is still a hundreds of stolen cars from Queens were disassembled.
big problemand itOs

cawsing alot of unhappiness Photo: Divya Gupta

amag carownersacrcss the board.

Ohe decrease over the lag 15 yearshasmace peaple feel more safe that when they wake up ard
walk out through the front door, their caris still going to be where they left it,Osaid Marie
Lowerberg, anassistart district attorney in Queers. Olrsurance fraud is on the rise and that mears
higher premiumswhich go up every yearand thatOgor all pegple who live and own carsin
Queens,Osaid Lowerberg.

Also known asowner give up, auto insurance fraud is whenthe owner of a car reportsacaras
stolenfalsely to claim insuranceon it, or to avoid lease paymerts or to simply earn some money
by getting rid of their car.

Steve Knockman anoffi cial with the New Y ork State Insurance Departmert, said that according
to the 2006 Consumer Guide on Auto Insurarce, areport releagdby the New York State
Insurance Departmert, insurance rateshad come down since 2005. It said that more than 20 auto
insurershad droppedtheir ratesby anegimatdaverage of 5 percert, which reaultedin hundreds
of millions of dollarsin savings for New Y orkers However, the picture that emergeswhile
talking to resdents and auto repair ownersin Elmhurst and Coronais quite diff erert.

Miguel Sidero, 35, anowner of a 30-year-old family auto repair business in Corona,
acknowledgesthatit hasbecame safer to own and keep a carin the neighborhood. In addition to



the policecrackdown, he thinks thatit is also due to better arti-theft technology installedin the
carsand availade in the market today. But Sideno is not happy about one set of pegple who are
still operaing in the area Bthose who commit auto insurance fraud.

According to a press relea® issued by the Queers district atorneyOffice on Thursday, Sept. 6,
2007, anauo theft and dismartling ring wassmased. Of the 15 peaple indicted on anarrayof
charges six of them hadallegedy committedauto insurance fraud by reporting their carsstolen
to claim false insurance settlemerns. These six pegple could facebetweenfour to sevenyearsin
jail if provenguilty of the chargesagainst them.

Olé gladthat the police arecracking down on them,Osaid Sidero. Olgot to pay my dues you
know. But you know what, I donOtvart to pay more than| have to because of somejerk thatis
doing somescamsO

Sideno said thatin 2001, he waspaying about $2,200 for two vehiclesin amual insurance, an
average of about $1,100 pervehicle. In 2007, he will pay approximately $15,000 premium on
threecars anaverage of $5,000 per car.

Damy, 30, an Afghan auto repair shop owner who hasbeenoperating his business nearShea
Stadum for the pad threeyeas, also ecloed SidenoOdrustration on rising insurance premiums.
Reluctart to disclose his lag name, Damy said heis paying $2,000 in amual insurance on his
car.

ORerybody is paying more," said Damy."It never goesdown. Do you see gaspricesgoing

down? Insurance pricesare going up t0o.O

Cartheft hasgone down considerably, said Damy, but carvandalism, whichincludesbreakng
and steaing headights and other small car parts, is still quite prevalert. The nicerthe car, he said,
the better the pricethe parts fetch in the market. Damy edimatedthat the difference on the price
of headight canbe aslow as$40 on asmaller carsuch asa Toyota or ashigh as$600 for a
Mercecesor BMW.

Sharif Sheikh, a Pakistan insurance broker and accountarnt working in Coronafor the pag 16
years presented both sidesof the picture.

OTereOa big effecton the consumers |f the insurance compani erosts arecut down, the
premiumswill come down,Osaid Sheikh. Olrsurance comparniespay alot of money on repair. |
underdand that asaninsurance broker and a carowner.O



