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In the early '90s, auto-theft and 
related crime was the chief 
nemesis of the law 
enforcement agencies and 
residents in Elmhurst, Corona 
and Queens. Fifteen years 
later, the auto-theft rate is 
down by about 90 percent, but 
while it has become safer to 
own a car, it has also become 
more expensive. 
 
The Queens district attorneyÕs 
offi ce touts it as one of their 
biggest achievements. In 1991,  
an estimated 52,000 cars 
were stolen. That number 
has dropped to 5,000 in  
2006. But they admit that 
a related crime, auto 
Insurance fraud, is still a  
big problem and itÕs  
causing a lot of unhappiness  
among car owners across the board. 
 
ÒThe decrease over the last 15 years has made people feel more safe that when they wake up and 
walk out through the front door, their car is still going to be where they left it,Ó said Marie 
Lowenberg, an assistant district attorney in Queens. ÒInsurance fraud is on the rise and that means 
higher premiums which go up every year and thatÕs for all people who live and own cars in 
Queens,Ó said Lowenberg. 
 
Also known as owner give up, auto insurance fraud is when the owner of a car reports a car as 
stolen falsely to claim insurance on it, or to avoid lease payments or to simply earn some money 
by getting rid of their car. 
 
Steve Knockman, an offi cial with the New York State Insurance Department, said that according 
to the 2006 Consumer Guide on Auto Insurance, a report released by the New York State 
Insurance Department, insurance rates had come down since 2005. It  said that more than 20 auto 
insurers had dropped their rates by an estimated average of 5 percent, which resulted in hundreds 
of millions of dollars in savings for New Yorkers. However, the picture that emerges while 
talking to residents and auto repair owners in Elmhurst and Corona is quite diff erent. 
 
Miguel Sideno, 35, an owner of a 30-year-old family auto repair business in Corona, 
acknowledges that it has become safer to own and keep a car in the neighborhood. In addition to 

Willets Point or the Iron Triangle which forms the backyard of Shea 
Stadium in Queens - an acres-long stretch of auto-repair shops and 
scrap-metal yards, once notorious for the 'chop shops' where 
hundreds of stolen cars from Queens were disassembled. 
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the police crackdown, he thinks that it is also due to better anti-theft technology installed in the 
cars and available in the market today. But Sideno is not happy about one set of people who are 
still operating in the area Ð those who commit auto insurance fraud. 
 
According to a press release issued by the Queens district attorneyÕs offi ce on Thursday, Sept. 6, 
2007, an auto theft and dismantling ring was smashed. Of the 15 people indicted on an array of 
charges, six of them had allegedly committed auto insurance fraud by reporting their cars stolen 
to claim false insurance settlements. These six people could face between four to seven years in 
jail if proven guilty of the charges against them. 
 
ÒIÕm glad that the police are cracking down on them,Ó said Sideno. ÒI got to pay my dues, you 
know. But you know what, I donÕt want to pay more than I have to because of some jerk that is 
doing some scams.Ó 
 
Sideno said that in 2001, he was paying about $2,200 for two vehicles in annual insurance, an 
average of about $1,100 per vehicle. In 2007, he will pay approximately $15,000 premium on 
three cars, an average of $5,000 per car. 
 
Danny, 30, an Afghan auto repair shop owner who has been operating his business near Shea 
Stadium for the past three years, also echoed SidenoÕs frustration on rising insurance premiums. 
Reluctant to disclose his last name, Danny said he is paying $2,000 in annual insurance on his 
car. 
 
ÒEverybody is paying more," said Danny."It never goes down. Do you see gas prices going 
down? Insurance prices are going up too.Ó 
 
Car theft has gone down considerably, said Danny, but car vandalism, which includes breaking 
and stealing headlights and other small car parts, is still quite prevalent. The nicer the car, he said, 
the better the price the parts fetch in the market. Danny estimated that the difference on the price 
of headlight can be as low as $40 on a smaller car such as a Toyota or as high as $600 for a 
Mercedes or BMW. 
 
Sharif Sheikh, a Pakistani insurance broker and accountant working in Corona for the past 16 
years, presented both sides of the picture. 
 
ÒThereÕs a big effect on the consumers. If the insurance companiesÕ costs are cut down, the 
premiums will come down,Ó said Sheikh. ÒInsurance companies pay a lot of money on repair. I 
understand that as an insurance broker and a car owner.Ó 
 


